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kris to represent him, as for instance a judge who is sick and
cannot attend a trial. In certain cases the marriage of a prince
to a woman of the lower castes is performed by proxy in the
form of the kris of her future husband. A new kris must be
made " alive " by a priest, who blesses it in a special ceremony,
reciting magic formulas over it and inscribing imaginary signs
over the blade, while its owner dedicates an offering. Ancient
krisses are kept alive with offerings of flowers and incense; a
neglected and rusty kris is said to be dead.

The economic status of a man is determined by the richness
of his kris, and a good part of his fortune is invested in the gold
and jewels that decorate it. Only the blade is sacred, and the
gold parts, the precious stones and ivory can be pawned in case
of need and turned into cash. There are krisses worth thousands
of guilders, covered with beaten gold, with handles shaped like
gods or demons and set with enormous rubies and rose diamonds.
Such are the famous krisses of the kings of South Bali taken by
the Dutch as war booty at the time of the great mass-suicide of
Den Pasar in 1906, now among the star pieces of the Batavia
Museum. These fancy jewelled krisses were made to be worn on
state occasions, while simpler ones were used for actual fighting,
with more practical wooden handles shaped to ensure a good

grip-
Gold hilts with precious stones are of course the most stylish,

but there are also some made of horn, ebony, and other precious
woods, with a heavy base (bebataran) of gold set with rubies
and a small ring, of gold and rubies also, between the hilt and
the blade. There is a great variety of kris handles, but a par-
ticularly interesting model is that called Icot/et-Icot/etan, the
representation in ebony of the chrysalis of a large beetle with
long antennae.

The sheath not only protects the kris from outside influences,
both physical and magic, but also insulates the vibrations ema-
nating from the kris itself, which may act dangerously on human
beings. The sheaths of the super-ornate krisses are of wood